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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 
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NOTES  ON  ARCHEOLOGY  TRIPS  MADE  IN  1953-54 

IN  MEXICO  BY  DR.  R.  S.  MACNEISH.  (Copied  by  PWG) 


Dec.  1/53  MacNeish  left  Ottawa  for  N.Y.  Flight  to 
Brownsville  cost  $109-00 

Dec.  2/53  Bought  Graflex  Camera  in  N.Y.  for  about  $75 *00  and  film 
for  $10.00.  Took  evening  plane  to  Brownsville. 

Dec.  3/53  Arrived  in  Brownsville  and  went  to  bank  to  put  check 
through.  Went  and  looked  at  Jeeps  but  saw  none  worth  while. 
Looked  at  equipment  at  Whitman's.  Peter  Grant  arrived  in 
the  morning.  We  will  stay  at  the  Miller  Hotel. 

Dec.  4/53  Saw  Philen.  He  told  me  he  has  another  ranch  between 
Acuna  and  ..  which  has  ruins  on  it.  Also  will  ask  his 

overseer  about  caves.  Told  me  to  be  sure  and  visit  Barrios 
as  he  has  mammoth  and  is  very  interested  in  archeology. 

D.  H.  Kelley  arrived. 

Dec.  5f53  Bought  groceries  ($25-00)  and  looked  at  Whitman's 
camping  supplies.  Saw  two  good  Jeeps.  Will  buy  one  for 
$535  of  1946  in  good  condition. 

Dec.  6/53  Nothing  to  do. 

Dec.  7/53  Bought  Jeep  $535  and  got  money  in  the  bank.  Rented 
my  old  trailer  for  $10  for  a  month.  Bought  supplies  from 
Whitman's  $184.00.  Packed  stuff  ready  to  leave  by  5  o'clock, 
Then  Martinez  told  me  he  woyld  sell  me  the  other  Jeep 
tomorrow. 

$1>  <r) 

Dec.  8/53  Bought  Jeep.  Packed  rest  of  stuff.  Bought  car 
tools  and  window  and  got  more  money  from  bank.  Went  through 
Cub toms  in  about  2  hours,  then  went  with  two  Jeeps  And  a 
trailer  for  San  Fernando.  The  road  was  awful.  The  other  side 
of  Arroyo  ..  trailer  became  unhitched.  Eventually  got 

it  fixed.  Arrived  in  C.  Victoria  about  midnight. 


Dec. 


Dec . 


9/53  Moved  to  Casa  Turista.  Saw  Saavedra  and  will  be  using 
his  shop  on  Hidalgo  Calle,  between  13  and  14  in  C.  Victoria, 
Tamaulipas,  as  a  mailing  address.  Saw  ..  and  looked  at 

a  beautiful  house  for  500  pesos.  Then  Saavedra  showed  us  one 
for  150  pesos.  Got  the  grey  Jeep  front  wheel  shimmy  t^ken  c^re 
of.  Greased  up  both  Jeeps.  I  : "1 

Visited  a  site  near  ...  School.  Got  a  few 

points,  but  little  else. 

10/53  Put  new  spark  plugs  in  red  Jeep.  Repacked  everything 
in  the  rain.  T~ok  trailer  and  red  Jeep  to  Saavedra’s  yard. 

Saw  Jose  Martinez  y  Martinez  who  tole  me  of  various  sites, 
nothing  very  new. 

Saw  Edmundo  Castro  who  told  of  Guerra  in  Ocampo 
and  caves  there.  Also  knows  of  cave  full  of  skeletons  and 
a  ...  somewhere  near  Victoria. 
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(  Notes  by  MacNeish) 


Dec.  10/53  -  (Con.) 

Champion  told  me  of  Daniel  Yarrito  In  C.  Victoria 
who  knows  of  ruins  near  Ranch  Junia  de  la  Rosa  and 
Raymond  de  Leon. 

Castro  will  arrange  for  me  to  see  the  Governor 
when  I  get  back  from  C.  Victoria  and  wants  to  try  to  arrange 
an  exhibit  in  a  museum  in  January. 

Dec.  11/53  -  Left  in  grey  jeep  south  down  and  wnet  to  site  at 

TM-R-195  foot  of  cuesta  Llera  and  picked  up  a  lot  of  stuff; 

including  some  El  . .  period  figurines.  Spent  about  an 

hour  there. 

TM-R-22S  Then  on  to  Kilmeter  604  east  of  highway  where  there 

were  at  least  3  pyramids.  Found  sherds  but  little  else. 

Poor  site. 

Then  on  way  to  Ocampo  broke  a  feed  line  going  to 
Chamal.  Taylor  took  Kelley  to  town  while  Jim  Proctor  brought 
him  back. 

Finally  arrived  in  Ocampo  about  10  o'clock. 

Dec.  12/53 


Started  out  with  two  guides,  Juan  Milandes  and 
Francisco...  Went  10  miles  N.W.  of  Ocampo  to  Rancho 

Progreso  to  see  Victor  Ignacio  Guerra.  Not  home.  Saw  his  son 
Ramon,  who  showed  us  a  site  across  from  his  home.  There  are  a 
TM-Rx224 

couple  of  mounds  and  some  rectangular  and  round  house  platforms. 
It  has  three  round  pyramids. 

Then  went  a  mile  south  to  Ejido  Liberado  Rivera  in 
Progreso  and  found  over  10  mounds  and  large  amounts  of  material. 
TM-R-225 

This  is  a  site  worth  testing. 

Then  back  to  town  for  lunch. 

Then  out  to  Rancho  Alberca  -  2  miles  east  of  Ocampo. 

TM-R-226 

There  we  found  seven  pyramids,  some  of  Which  are  rectangular 
and  stepped.  Got  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  sherds.  Looks  like 
Zaquil  (  IV)  Period,  but  engraving  is  like  Caddo. 

Then  back  to  see  the  Mayor  and  got  a  very  friendly 

reception. 

Heard  of  ruins  around  Chamal  and  in  EJido  Canoa 
and  heard  of  a  cave  in  Canyon  Tigre  near  Son  Ramon  Rancho,  also 

heard  of  a  site  on  Rancho  el  Toro  -  Palo  .  near 

Nuevo  Morelos. 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


Dec.  15/53  -  Drove  to  Chamal  in  the  morning  and  went  out  to 

Pierson’s  Ranch  "Los  Comas"  Pierson  sent  a  boy  with  us 
TM-R-254 

to  three  mounds  about  Jalf  a  mile  west  of  the  ranch  house. 

Two  of  these  mounds  were  about  10  feet  high  and  about  40 
feet  in  diamaeter  and  surfaced  by  volcanic  rock.  The  third 
is  circular  about  7  feet  hign  and  enclosed  by  a  wail  of  rock 
about  2^  feet  high  with  an  opening  to  the  south.  This  almost 
looks  like  a  modern  addition.  Found  sherds,  engraved  shell 
and  obsidian  flakes.  Not  worth  digging. 

Pierson  showed  us  a  dog  head  from  his  field  along 
the  arroyo  Rio  Boquilla.  He  said  sherds  and  other  figurines 
occurred  there.  This  figure  had  eyes  made  from  concentric 
circles  and  4  holes  in  back  of  the  head  for  suspension. 

Then  drove  farther  south  toward  A.  Morelos  to 
Rancho  Palmar  owned  by  Francisco  Gomez. 

TM-R.255 

Here  is  a  large  rectangular  pyramid  40  x  20  x  15  as  well  as 
two  mounds  about  10  feet  high.  There  were  reports  of  many 
figurines  but  we  only  picked  up  a  few  sherds.  This  should 
be  tested. 


Then  back  to  Ocampo.  On  the  south  side  of  the  road 

Just  before  the  second  bridge  in  Ocampo  Valley  coming  from 
Chamal  t’-ere  is  a  rectangular  pyramid  about  12  feet  high  and 
25  feet  long.  It  contained  a  few  sherds.  Not  worth  digging  . 
TM-R-256. 


Packed  stuff  in  Ocampo.  Was  told  of  a  collection 
in  El  Mante.  Francisco  Guadalupe  Ramirez,  Calle  Guadalupe 
Mainero  220  Te 

December  16/55 


Drove  into  C.  Victoria  from  Ocampo  in  hours. 

Saw  Ramon  Ignacio  Guerra.  Told  me  of  3  good  caves  and  2 
ruins  in  Canyon  Infiemillo.  Will  have  to  go  on  horse  back. 

Plan  on  going  to  Ocampo  December  26  and  into  Canyon  on  27,  28, 
29,  30,  return  to  Victoria  on  30  or  31 •  He  is  an  intelligent 
man  with  much  intrest  and  will  show  us  other  ruins  and  guide  us. 

December  17/53- 


Looked  at  a  lot  of  houses  without  seeing  any  I  like 
at  the  correct  price.  Couldn’t  find  Castro  but  spoke  with 
Guerra  again. 

Had  grey  Jeep  greased  and  oil  changed,  while  the 
red  one  had  its  brakes  fixed. 

Was  told  of  San  Antonio  de  la  Ruinas  and  some 
cave  near  it. 

Ate  at  Turner’s  and  got  an  excellent  expensive  meal. 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


December  18/53 


Worked  on  graphs  and  notes.  Made  a  big  chart 
of  the  sequence  of  the  Sierra  de  Tamaulipas  for  Castro. 

Saw  Castro  who  showed  me  some  Period  VI  on  Panuco 
Pehiod  sherds  and  small  pots  from  .  Also  saw  a  few 

figurines  from  Laguna  as  well  as  drawings  of  pictographs 
from  near  Monterray  (  from  caves?) . 

Peter  Grant  worked  out  our  expenses  with  an  average 
of  about  $8  per  day.  9  days  at  652  ..  652/9 • •  7*244. 

7  *  244/8  ...  8.40 

Got  more  money  from  bank  and  put  in  1200  from 
Brownsville. 

Cf 

December  18/55  - 


Left  Victoria  about  10  in  the  morning  and  went  up 
over  the  mountains  to  Joya  Verde.  Ate  lunch  there.  Valiente 
Mari  seal,  owner  of  cafe  told  of  ruins  eight  hours  up  in  the  m 
mountains  at  Ranch  San  Antonio  (near  Ranch  la  Pita) .  He  also 
told  of  a  cave  where  there  are  sherds  about  4|-  hours  from 
this  region.  (See  Page .  ). 

As  we  came  into  the  Jaumave  Valley  on  the  cliffs  east 
of  the  road  could  see  some  2  or  5  caves.  Thdse  should  be 
investigated.  (See  Page....  ) 

Then  we  crossed  the  large  arroyo,  Rio  Chihue,  and 
started  up  and  about  200  yrds  before  the  first  small  arroyo 
59  miles  from  Victoria  weo  found 
TM-C-357 

Here  were  many  flint  chips  and  small  points,  scrapers,  etc. 
There  were  3  early  points  and  some  pottery.  I  suspect  it  is 
a  late  site  with  some  possible  stratigraphy.  However,  it  is 
so  badly  eroded  that  it  is  not  worth  digging. 

Arrived  in  Jaumave  and  saw  President  Henrique 
..  and  his  secretary  Maximo  Sanchez.  They  arranged 

for  a  guide,  Francisco  Becerra,  to  take  us  to  a  Rancho  April 
20th  to  see  ruins  and  caves.  Also  were  told  of  ruins  at 
Palmillas  and  Santiago. 

December  20/55 


Waited  for  a  guide  who  never  showed  up.  Then  in  the 
afternoon  went  to  Palmillas.  Spoke  to  the  Presidente  and 
met  the  school  teacher  Pedro  Luna  and  Juan  Perez,  who  took  us  to 
TM-R-258 

a  ruin  south  of  the  town.  It  contained  about  17  mounds  and 
lots  of  pottery  (Like  Zaquil  Period).  Returned  to  Jauvame  for 
the  night.  Met  the  local  Commander  Abraham  V.  Mejia  Sanchez. 
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(  Not°s  by  iua cNei  sh) 


December  21/53 

Spoke  to  people  from  Joyo  Verde  who  told  that  a 
road  want  into  20  de  April  (Joya  de  Solos)  from... 

Says  there  is  a  Gringo  who  takes  out  wood  from  El  Mante. 

About  noon  left  forPalmillos .  On  the  way  at 
Ejido  Morelas  se  stopped  and  climbed  a  cliff  to  look  at  a 
cave.  It  contained  nothing. 

Then  on  to  Palmillos  and  out  to  TM-R-238.  Made 
a  screen  and  made  a  rough  sketch  of  area.  Started  one  square 
TM-R-238 

squar-e  in  centre  of  plaza  and  another  across  the  arroyo  in  a 
small  mound  south  of  the  big  one.  Took  a  picture  of  site  and 
one  of  steps  of  large  mound. 

Photo  No ... . 

Photo  No . 

In  the  walls  of  the  excavation  it  it  7  superimposed  floors 
may  be  seen.  It  was  a  complete  /'(round. 

December  22/53 


Left  about  nine  o'clock  for  the  ruin 
TM-R-238  First  we  put  a  five- foot  square  (No.  1)  down  in  the 

centre  of  the  main  plaza.  Took  a  top  level  (plow  leve3?X 
but  it  contained  little,  then  went  down  to  a  second  level 
and  struck  gravel  and  sterile  soil  about  one  foot  down. 

Then  looked  at  all  the  mounds  for  a  rich  one.  Found  two. 
one  was  south  of  the  main  mound  and  put  down  Test  2. 

Southwest  of  the  main  mound  put  down  Test  3« 


Photo 
Photo  No. 
Photo  No. 


Excavations  in  Test  2  were  most  primitive  and 
poorly  done.  We  dug  near  a  large  trunk  of  a  tree,  where  many 
sherds  of  a  large  olla  occurred.  Cleaned  sherds  of  a  large 
olla  which  had  been  placed  upside  down  and  then  had  broken. 
Took  a  picture  of  it.  Removed  sherds  and  found  a  small  olla 
upside  down  next  to  a  box  made  of  upright  slabs  of  rocks.  In 
the  centre  of  the  slab  was  a  small  cazuella  right  side  up. 
Took  a  picture  of  it.  Next  to  it  was  an  orange  cazuella  on 
its  side.  These  surrounded  and  were  on  top  of  a  skull  of  a 
youth.  Below  it  was  the  rest  of  the  body,  which  was  left. 

Took  a  final  picture  and  filled  the  hole  again. 

No .... 


Excavation  in  Test  3»  Here  we  dug  a 
(  East  and  West Y  in  six-inch  levels  and  screened 
In  Level  1  in  the  wast  part  of  the  trench  was  a 
In  Level  2(6-  12”)  we  found  a  badly  disturbed 
on  Floor  2  in  Level  3»  Level  4  was  fill  while 
mainly  fill  but  it  lay  on  Floor  3* 


5x7'  trench 
the  material. 
floor(  1)  . 
burial  lying 
Level  5  was 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 

December  22/53  -  (Con.) 

After  we  finished  digging  we  went  half  a  mile 
south  of  the  site  to  a  large  hill  that  looked  like  a  pyramid. 
It  had  a  few  sherds  on  it,  so  we  called  it 
TM-C-239 

It  is  not  worth  digging. 

Just  before  supper  we  went  half  a  mile  north  of 
Palmillas  and  saw  a  sma  1  mound  3  feet  high  and  30  feet  in 
diamater.  It  contained  little  and  it  is  not  worth  digging. 
TM-R-240 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


Mac^ei  sh  -  Mexico  No  t  eg «  19  53- 54- • 


Feb. 

H>2  Left  Victoria  for  Ocampo. 

43  Ocampo  to  Gerro  Refugio  -  Trouble  with  grey  jeep  carburetor. 

4  Cerro  Refugio  to  camp. 

5  Made  contour  map  of  cave  247  and  took  datum  depths  on  all 
stakes.  Taught  Dave  and  Paul  use  of  alidade.  Camp  was 
cleaned  up  and  paid  off  workers  for  its  construction 

(  318  pesos)  .  G-ot  water  boy  and  tortilla  man. 

6  Be^gan  excavation.  Cleaned  up  treasure  hunter’s  hole  in 
Square  NSE  10  and  NSE  5.  Put  their  back  ftyll  through  a 
screen,  then  took  SE  corner  down  thru  Level  7  in  Nl&E  10. 

Also  befean  N^W  5,  which  is  on  a  bad  slope.  Good  down 
to  3rd  level 

Very  3low  -  rained. 

7  Cleaned  up  N^E  10  and  N^E  5  to rock  floor  about  4  fept 
below  surface*  Continued  in  ml'N  5  and,  started  in  N^E  15* 

In  digging  NyE  15  Level  1  of  it  and  NSE  10  .are  the  same, 
while  N5  E  15  Level  2  is  eoual  to  2-3  of  N$E  10-  ^ 

level  3  is  the  cemented  area  equal  to  Level  4  or  NyE  10,  etc. 

Torked  only  half  a  day  and  it  went  very  slowly. 

* 

Paul  took  photd^n  color  of  caves.  Finished  first  25-foot 
trench  on  outside  of  cave  from  E  15  N  10  -  E  15  NS>  ■ - 
W  10  Nj£  -  W  10  N  10.  Finished  ab^ut  noon  and  cleaned  profile  - 
Finished  drawing  profile  of  N  5  and  did  some  work  on 
south  profile. 

Photo  No.  ...  Then  Paul  photographed  whole  trench  and  cave. 

I  photographed  whole  trench  and  then  did  each  five- foot 
section  with  Graflex.  This  should  allow  for  a  panorama  to 
be  made . 

Also  was  able  to  correlate  levels  across  whole  trench. 


in  E  15- 
Began  S  2C 


It  is  now  possible 
5  and 


W 


Continued  in  W ^  5  and  continued 
to  note  some  zones  and  levels, 
to  clear  S  10  W  5  • 

Level  1  in  all  reaches' is  cave  fill,  varying  from  speckled 
ash  to  reddish  brown  (in  the  west) .  Next  is  Level  2,  typed 
by  a  vegetable  layer  abd  including  gr^ay  sandy-like  soil 
under  it.  This  overlays  a  vegetable  layer  Level  3*  In  a  few 
places  the  first  and  secondvegetable  layer  arc  one.  None 
of  these  three  layers  existed  in  most  of  N  5  but  they  did 
occur  in  west  2  feet  of  that  french.  Level  4  isa  small 
compact  dark  layer  seperating  the  vegetable  from  the  ash. 

It  is  mainly  present  in  the  carter  of  the  trench, 
have  the  ash  layer,  Level  5*  This  In  reality  is 
6  lenses  varying  in  color.  In  Square  N3TE  5  the 
pit  may  be  seen  extending  down  from  ihs  middle. 


burial  probably  was  in  this  pit.  Under  this  pit 


Next  we 
from  1  to 
edge  of  a 
Holier  o’  a 
is  Level  6 


(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


MacNeioh-Mexico  Notes.  195^-5^ 


Feb.  9-:'54  (Con.) 


a  brown- red  layer  full  of  charcoal.  This  overlies  Level  7, 
a  layer  of  vegetable  materials  or  charcoal.  Level  7  also 
Includes  gray  ash  layer  under  floor  extending  to  a  burned 
floor.  Till 3  burned  floor  and  reddish  so  ill  or  a3h  under  it 
is  Level  8.  Und£r  it  is  gravel.  The  upper  six  inches 
or  Level  9  and  the  lower  portion  is  Level  10. 

Late  in  afternoon  started  S  20  11  5  •  First  we  cleaned 
out  a  treasure  hunter’ s  hole  to  the  west  of  it  in  Square 
S  20  W  10.  Then  moved  into  this  square  from  the  west.  Found 
fragments  of  petats,  huarches  and  string  in  screening  back-fill 
Will  start  north-south  trench  along  W  10  profile  to 
supplement  ea3t-west  starting  along  NS  profile. 

TM-0-269  In  the  morning  left  camp  and  found  a  cave  that  would  be 
worth  digging  near  the  spring. 

10  Began  second  east-west  trench  by  digging  alternate  squares 

S  15,  S  5  and  W  5»  The  teqqni  que  used  was  the  following  - 
it  is  essentially  a  vertical  slicing  technique  by  levels. 

It  is  worked  this  way.  First  an  area  5  feet  along  the  face 
and  extending  1#  feet  from  the  profile  i3  worked  off  horizon¬ 
tally.  Then  starting  at  the  top  the  whole  top  strata  is 
stripped  off  in  an  area  5  by  Ik  horizontally  by  a  trowel, 
pushing  things  into  a  shovel,  and  s?reened.  The  materials  are 
appropriately  sacked.  Then  the  next,  etc.,  until  the  floor 
is  reached.  Then  moving  into  another  area  exactly  the  same 
thing  is  done.  "Then  the  2’  by  5"  area  is  done  the  square  is 


f ini  shed 


Above  is  a  drawing  of  the -technioue.  It  has  the  advantage  in 
that  a  shovel  can  be  used,  the  strata  stripped  off  easily,  and 
any  pits  are  easy  to  see.  All  stuff  is  not  only  taken  off 
originally  by  trowel,  so  it  can  be  left  for  photo,  if  necessary 
but  later  is  put  through  a  screen. 

The  second  part  of  the  technique  is  the  a,lt.ernate  square 
trenches.  First  three  alternate  squares  in  the  same  trench 
are  dug  by  the  technique  explained  above.  When  the  3  squares 
are  done  it  is  posl  ble  to  draw  east-west  and  N.S.  profiles. 


(Notes  "by  Ma  cN e i  sh) 


UaoNeish-Mexloo  Notes.  1953-54. 


Feb. 


10  (  Con . ) 

Then  the  squares  in  between  are  removed  from  3  sides  by  the 
vertical  technique  and  a  whole  trench  may  be  seen  and  a  long 
profile 


In  digging  Square  E  15  it  had  only  a  little  triangular  area 
for  excavation,  because  of  the  rock  wall  moving  in  from  the 
east;  also  only  the  top  refuse,  2  layers  of  vegetable,  ash 
and  a  layer  of  refuse  occurred.  E  5  was  particularly 
interesting,  with  the  full  range  of  strata  and  levels,  which 
could  be  easily  correlated  with  the  previous  trench.  The  ash 
layer  contained  a  huge  pit  called 
Pit  #3  It  was  mainly  a  fire  pit.  W  5  was  only  partially  dug, 

but  its  layers  down  to  the  ash  correlated  fairly  well  with 
previous  squares.  Level  1  in  this  quare  is  a  level  area  of 
reddish-brown  soil.  Level  2  isa  gray  sandy  layer  which 
xcorrelates  with  top  vegetable  strata  in  square^  to  the  east. 
Underlying  sand  is  a  carban  or  vegetable  layer  which 
correlates  with  the  second  vegetable  further  east.  Level  4 
is  the  ash  layer  and  correlates  with  the  ash  of  Level  5  of 
other  trenches,  because  the  dark  compact  arSa  is  missing. 

Level  5  is  a  reddish  area  that  checks  with  Level  6  of  other 
squares.  'Hiis  overlies  rocks  and  the  square  does  not  go 
down  further. 

Square  S  20  WSas  yet  correlates  with  none  of  the  other 
squares  to  the  north.  There  are  many  small  layers  and  many 
vegetable  layers.  Under  Stake  S  15  W  10  there  isa  pit 
Pit  #2  extending  down  from  Level  3  and  the  third  vegetable  layer, 
while  under  Stake  S  20  W  5,  or  just  to  the  NW  of  it,  is 
Pit  ffl  extending  down  Level  3*  It  contained  a  cache  of  corncobs. 

David  Kelley  went  off  on  survey  . 


11  Finished  Square  W  5,  E  5  and  E  15*  These  checked  fairly 

well  with  squares  to  the  north.  However,  E  15  ^as  very  narrow 
and  really  lacked  Level  8,  the  mottled  grey  silt.  E  5  had 
and  ash  layer  between  Level  2  and  3,  the  two  top  vegetable 
layers;  also  there  was  a  pit 

Pit  3  down  from  Level  4  and  the  ash  along  0  profile  extended  down 
to  form  a  huge  pit 

Pit  4  Square  W  5  was  more  or  less  regular,  but  the  ash  pinched 
out  to  the  west  and  lower  vegetable  and  mottled  clay  are 
generally  missing.  However,  under  a  rock  in  mottled  clay  is 
what  was  called  Level  7,  but  correlates  with  Level1  8  of 
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(Notes  by  Ms  c  Ne  1  sh) 


MacNelsh-Mexlco  Note s  -  1953-54-. 

Feb.  11/54  ( Con.) 

other  trenches.  In  it  was  found  an  Abasolo  Round  Base. 

Drew  a  series  of  profiles  with  4  Cm  -  1  foot. 

Gleaned  up  S  20  W  5  and  found  another  pit 
Pit  5  another  pit  from  Level  4  under  Stake  S  15  W  5*  Also 

Pit  2  under  S  20  W  5  is  rather  large  and  contained  a  corn 
cache.  Photographed  it. 

Photo  No ... . 


Began  S  15  W  5  from  the  south  edge. 

Took  2  photos  of  cave.  One  from  inside  and  one  of 
digging  technique 
Pnotos  No.  ..  and  No . 

Started  Squares  S  10  and  0. 


Pratt  returned  from  survey  down  Infiernlllo  Canyon 
after  locating  Sites  TM-R-274,  TM-C-275,  TM-R-276,  TM-C-277, 
and  TM-R-27B. 
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(  Notes  by  MacNeish) 
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NOTES  ON  ARCHEOLOGY  TRIPS  MADE  IN  1953-54 
IN  MEXICO  BY  DR _ R.  S.  MACNEISH. _ (  Copl ed  by  PWG) 

Feb.  12/54 

Casa  Infiernillo  Camp  to  Victoria. 

Feb.  13/54 

In  Ciudad  rictorla,  catslogueing  and  arranging  survey 
material . 

Feb.  14/54 

Putting  Cave  247  stuff  into  boxes.  Drove  from 
C.  Victoria  to  Brownsville. 

Feb.  15/54 

Shopoing  in  Brownsville.  Sent  specimens  to  Mangel sdorf  - 
then  Brownsville  to  C.  Victoria. 

Feb.  16/54 

C.  Victoria  to  Cerr^  Refugio.  No  gas.  in  Ocampo  and  no 
horses  in  Refugio.  David  went  in  to  camp  to  send  Juan 
with  mules. 

Feb.  17  '54 


Most  of  camp  came  in  from  Refugio.  Dave  and  Peter, 
howevep,  had  squares  0-0  and  E10  to  finish  the  long  trench. 
Work  also  continued  in  Square  S  15  W  5. 

Feb.  19/54 


Cleaned  off  profil.e  from  E  15  to  W  10  and  photographed  it. 
also  drew  profile.  Will  discuss  its  relationship  to  previous 
profile . 

S  15  W  5  Pnd  S  20  W  5  correlate  in  the  following  manner: - 


s  15  w  5 

S  20  W  5 

Layer  1 

Layer  1 

Layer  2 

Level  2 

Layer  3. 

Layer  4' 

Level  3 

Layer  5S 

6' 

Level  4 

7. 

Layer  9/ 

Level  5 

Layer  9 

Level  6 

Layer  10 

Level  7 

Layer  11 

Level  9 

Gray  Ash 
Brown 


. 


. 


. 

. 


- 


. 

_ 

.  - 


(Notes  by  MacNeish) 

(Notes  of  MacNeish) 


MacNeish  -Mexico-Archeology  Notes  -  1953-54. 

Feb.  15  '54  (Con.) 

However,  the  n^rth  end  of  S  15  T  5  was  full  of  boulders, 
late  In  afternoon  started  S  25  W  5* 

Also  worked  on  square  S  5  and  S  5  E  10 .  The  N  5  and  0 
profiles  correlate  In  the  following  manner,  as  does  the 
excavations  in  8  5  and  S  5  E  10 .  Level  1  in  both  profiles 
is  fill  over  top  of  past  occupations.  Level  2  is  the  same  top 
vegetable  layer.  Level  3  in  most  of  N  5  is  the  second 
vegetable  layer,  but  in  0  profile  there  is  ash  layer  called 
Level  3.  while  the  second  vegetable  layer  is  Level  4. 

Level  4  of  the  N  5  profile  was  a  grey  compact  layer  not  really 
present  in  the  0-0  layer.  Level  5  is  the  same  old  ash  layer. 
Level  6  of  the  N  5  profile  is  eaual  to  6,  7  and  sometimes  8 
of  the  0-0  profile,  while  Level  7  ot  N  5  is  Level  8  or  9  on 
the  gravel  of  0-0.  Level  9-10,  the  gravel  (when  it  exists  in 
0-0,  is  level  9  or  10. 

Feb.  19/54 

Due  more  in  S  25  W  5  and  did  S  15  W  5  and  S  10  W  5  and 
continued  in  S  5  and  S  5  E  10. 

Feb.  20/54.  TM-C-247 

Took  photo  66  N-S  area  just  north  of  S  15  W  5. 

Her©  we  have  the  top  vegetable  at  9"  (Level  1)  overlying  ash 
and  a  dark  layer  at  1  foot  on  ruler  (Level  2)  overlying  ash 
and  Veg.  Layer  3  from  1.5  to  2  feet  overlying  yellow  and 
Layer  (Level  4)  at  2.3  overlying  yellow  and  dark  of  S.  over 
6  at  bottom  of  picture. 

Also  took  3  photos  from  S  23  W  5  to  S  23  W  10 .  This 
showed  the  9  levels  of  Square  S  25  W  5  as  well  as  Pit  6 
from  Level  3. 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


MacNel sh-Mexico  Archeology  Notes  -  1953-54-  -  (Notes  by  MacNeish). 
Feb.  21/54  -  At  TM-C-247. 


Today  I  was  able  to  correlate  the  north  squares  with 
the  south  trench.  nne  good  set  of  connection  became  apparent, 
that  is  that  the  ash  layer  (Level  5)  of  the  north  trench, 
checked  in  perfectly  with  the  layer  of  ash  separating  veg. 
Layer  3  (level  3)  and  the  fourth  vegetable  layer  (Level  4) 
of  the  south  trench.  This  also  means  that  the  dark  or  veg. 
layer  under  the  ash  of  the  north  trench  (  called  Level  6)  or  7) 
is  Level  4  of  the  interior.  Level  7  or  8  that  is-next  dark 
layer  often  overlying  the  gravel  is  equivalent  to  Level  5, 
or  the  5th  vegetable  layer  in  the  interior.  Levels  1,  2  and 
3  of  the  north  trench  seems  to  be  1,  2  and  3  of  the  interior. 


Feb.  22/54 


Today  photographed  S  5  profile  after  finishing  Squares 
S  5  E  15  and  S  5  E  5>  then  moved  into  S  10  and  S  10  E  10 . 

Also  began  S  20,  coming  in  from  west.  This  is  a  most 
interesting  square  in  spite  of  being  in  between  3  gopher 
holes  of  pot-hunters.  Level  1  is  over  the  first  ash,  which 
is  over  veg.  ( Level  2)  3bver  ash  and  Teg  I  (  Level .  3)  -'el  '+) 
Level  4  is  a  thick  veg.  layer  which  almost  blends  into  veg. 
(Level  5) •  This  overlies  ash  over  a  thin  brown  layer  which 
overlies  gray  ash  (7) •  Then  we  have  a  series  of  brown  layers 
over  ash  which  are  Levels  R,  9,  10.  Out  of  Level  10  we  found 
one  Aba  solo  Round  Base. 

We  continued  into  S  30  W  5*  Here  we  hit  our  top  veg. 
over  ash  (Level  1)  over  another  vegetable  layer  (Level  2) . 

/•  Then  ash  is  over  brown  over  carbon  (Level  3)  ,  which  is  over  a 

^  thick  layer  of  ash  over  a  thick  veg.  (Levels  4-a  and  4-b)  . 

Extending  down  from  this  wasa  grass-lined  pit. 

Under  S  27  W  8  0-^  S 

Burial  1 

was  intrusive  from  Level  4  a.  The  pit  itself  was  oral 
roughly  2 h  by  2  and  about  2  feet  deep.  It  was  completely 
grass-lined.  Over  the  top  of  it  was  a  petate,  while  on  the 
west  side  near  the  bottom  was  a  hemispherical  basket,  while 
to  the  west  near  the  top  were  two  water  baskets  wrapped  in 
a  net.  Under  all  this  was  a  huge  mat  going  from  the  bottom 
of  the  pit  up  one  side  and  over  the  top.  Under  this  was  a 
layer  of  leaves  and  sticks  over  the  3  petates  wouihd  by 
4  types  of  cord,  with  a  mummy  inside. 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


MacNei flh- Mexico  Archeology  Notes  -  1953-54  -(Notes  by  MacNeish) 
Feb.  24/54  At  TM-C-247. 

Today  we  finish  S  10  and  began  finding  earlier  floors  (8). 
We  also  got  most  of  S  10  S  10  done,  also  continued  back  in 
S  30  W  5. 

4  feet  back  .from  S  25  W  5  along  the  east  wall  of  S  30  W  5 
we  ran  into  a  burial  extending  feown  from  I  believe  Level  6, 
or  just  under  5* 

This  has  at  least  2  baskets  ( conical  type)  -  upside  down  - 
with  the  south  most  one  over  a  petate.  This  is  Burial  2. 

There  also  is  a  mat  under  the  southern  most  one  and  a  belt 
along  the  side  of  the  northern  one.  Drew  a  sketch  of  it  and 
photographed. 

Also  dug  Square  S  20.  Part  of  this  had  been  damaged, 
but  much  was  intact.  It  contained  all  the  9  old  levels,  plus 
a  final  floor  on  gravel  which  is  Level  10.  Also  it  indicated 
that  the  S  20  profile  will  be  the  best  one  to  photograph. 


Feb.  25/54 


Today  continued  in  Square  S  30  W  5  and  S  30 .  Here  we 
hit  the  jackpot  on  burials  after  already  finding  Burial  1 
on  the  west  center  part  of  S  30  W  5*  Four  new  burials 
appeared.  All  were  under  the  ash  below  Level  3»  The  first 
is  in  S  30  not  far  from  Stake  S  25  W  5*  It  comes  down  from 
just  Level  4-a  (  Same  as  Burial  1^  .  This  is  Burial  4. 

The  pit  is  lined  with  palm  leaves  and  some  sticks.  In  the  pit 
itself  are  sticks.  Below  the  sticks  are  pieces  of  rope  around 
a  petate  that  I  suspect  is  wrapped  around  amummy  in  a  flexed 
sitting  position.  This  pit  in  part  envelopes  Burial  Pit  3 
that  comes  down  from  Level  5 &  This  pit  is  lined  with  pastle 
(grassy  root-like  fibres).  Inside  the  pit  is  a  petate  over 
something.  This  petate  is  very  large,  with  a  woven  design. 

This  overlaps  Burial  Pit  2-a,  which  seems  to  come  down  from 
Level  6.  This  is  a  flexed  burial  lying  on  its  left  side  with 
head  to  the  N.E.  Over  the  body  is  a  petate.  Over  the  head  is 
one  bpdket  and  over  the  buttocks  was  another.  In  front  of  the 
face  is  a  water-bottle  gourd.  A  third  basket  was  at  its  back 
to  the  N.W.  This  basket  contained  a  bundle  of  grass  over  a 
small  tied  ball  of  petate  which  I  believe  covers  Burial  5* 

This  burial  and  part  of  2  very  definitely  underlie  No.  3 • 

Burials  5  2nd  2  are  associoted  with  a  definite  non-(  pre-)  pottery, 
layer.  June  made  a  drawing  of  the  burials  while  a  photograph 
was  taken  of  Burial  2  with  the  profile,  a  second  of  the  3 
burials  and  a  third  of  Burial  2  cleaned  off. 

Also  finished  Square  S  10  E  5  and  found  definite  artifacts 
in  pre-pottery  Level  8  (probably  Level  6  of  the  interior), 
also  in  S  10  E  15  found  a  leather  bag  in  the  ash  layer  which 
was  photographed. 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 


MacNei sh- Mexico  Archeology  Notes  -  1953-54  (Notes  by  MacNeish) 
Feb.  25/54  -  at  TM-C-247  (Con.) 

Also  finished  the  S  10  profile.  In  digging  S  10  E  5  found 
a  whole  series  of  of  artifacts  including  a  piece  of  maize, 
a  wood  harpoon,  a  Catan  Round  Base,  crude  scrapers  and 
vegetable  foods. 

In  terms  of  inner  and  outer  layers  in  the  north  and 
south  trenches: - 


Outer  Inner 


1  . 

2  .  ? 


5  -  ash. . . . 

6  . 

8> . 

Lower  8  ^ . 

As  we  dug  the.  last  part  of  S  10  E  5  and  removed  some  of 
the  larger  rocks,  it  became  noticeable  that  the  lower  Floor  8 
was  underlaid  by  ash  and  a  floor  over  sandy  gray  soil.  This 
lower  floor  is  either  6  with  the  underlying  gray  Level  7, 
or  it  is  Level  R  of  the  interior.  The  next  trenches  should 
decide  this  matter  definitely. 

Started  work  on  S  10  E  15*  This  ha s  a  pit  extending 
down  from  Layer  5  • 

Feb.  26/54  -  at  TM-C-247* 


4) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


Drew  and  photographed  2>  10  profile,  then  started 

5  15  and  S  15  E  10. 

Kelley  continued  in  S  10  E  15*  Took  out  alligator 
string  bag  from  ash  level  (5) 

In  digging  S  15  we  used  south  trench  levels  -  and 
Level  1  of  of  interior  and  exterior  check.  Level  2  of  south 
trench  does  not  exist  outside  but  Level  3  of  interior  is  equal 
2  and  3  and  (  3A  or  4)  of  exterior.  Level  5  (ash)  and 

6  brown  floor  under  ash  of  exterior  are  equal  to  Level  4 
of  interior. 

June  continued  to  work  on  Burial  2,  which  under  its  back 
to  the  north  hs s  Burial  5  in  petates  wrapped  in  cord,  while 
under  its  stomach  is  Burial  6,  wrapped  in  a  net. 

Feb.  27/54  -  at  TM-C-247- 

Continued  in  S  15  and  #  15  E  10  and  started  S  30. 

Found  that  Burial  4  comes  from  Level  3. 
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(Notes  by  D.H. Kelley) 


MacNelsh- Mexico  Notes  -  1953-54. 


Notes  by  David  H.  Kelley  at  Canyon  Infiernillo 
Camp  near  TM-C-247 

Feb.  16,  1954 


Kelley  arrive  Ca.  12.30  or  1.00  A.M.  Jesus  not  here. 

New  man  fr^m  Miquihuana.  In  A.M.  Kelley  sent  Bonifacio  to 
San  Antonio  to  get  2  more  animals  for  the  cargo,  and  to  get 
food  and  went  back  to  sleep.  Got  up  and  arrived  at  Cave 
about  10.00  A.M.  Peter  Grant  had  got  men  working  cleaning 
out  0-0  square  and  last  layers  on  E-10  (  3  ePch) . 

Took  2  of  them  and  put  thm  on  S  15  W  5*  Jesus  arrived 
about  11.00  with  3  other  men.  Jesus  and  one  of  them  fixed 
up  a  meal  of  sorts. 

Cleared  out  E-10  by  noon.  Misunderstanding  with 
workmen  in  S  15  W  5  about  clearing  out  a  pit,  so  that  some 
L.  2-2  material  is  mixed.  E  10  had  some  materials,  including 
a  tanged  point,  which  seemed  to  come  from  the  gray  gravel, 
but  scraping  up  dirt  from  a  floor  where  material  from  other 
layers  had  fallen,  contamination  is  mo^e  than  possible. 

However,  I  believe  the  point  actually  was  in  the  gray  gravel, 
as  there  w3s  no  other  foreign  material  in  that  shovelful  and 
it  came  from  well  within  the  cleared  area. 

P.S.  Had  found  a  tanged,  fluted,  serrated  point  and 
part  of  a  figurine  during  our  absence. 

In  afternoon,  Jesus  sent  for  water.  Put  3  men  on 
m-king  addition  ladder  and  other  6  (with  return  of  Bonifacio) 
on  various  trenches.  Wild  corn  (?)  found  in  L.  4  of  S  15  W  5* 

Profile  cleaned  and  cleaned  and  work  on  making  it  begun, 
after  0-0  was  dug. 
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(rot en  by  MacNeish) 

Macflelsh-Mexlco  Not 38.  1953-54. 


Feb. 

^2  Left  Victoria  for  Ocampo. 

43  Ocampo  to  Cerro  Refugio  -  Trouble  with  grey  Jeep  carburetor. 

4  Cerro  Refugio  to  camp. 

5  Made  contour  map  of  cave  247  end  took  datum  depths  on  all 
stakes.  Taught  Dave  and  Paul  use  of  alidade.  Camp  was 
cleaned  up  and  paid  off  workers  for  its  construction 
(315  pesos).  Cot  wa+er  boy  and  tortilla  man. 

6  Be^gan  excavation.  Cleaned  up  treasure  hunter's  hole  in 
Square  BSE  10  and  NS  2  5»  Put  their  ba  k  fill  through  a 
screen,  then  took  Si£  comer  down  thru  Level  7  in  Ni%  10. 

Alco  befean  NSW  5#  which  is  on  a  bad  slope.  Q-ood  down 
to  3rd  level 

Very  slow  -  rained. 

7  Cleaned  ud  10  and  5  to  jrock  floor  about  4  fept 
below  surface.  Continued  in  5  an<L~started  in  RSS  15* 

In  digging  N5B  15  Level  1  of  it  and  USB  10  are  the  same, 
while  Wf"B  15  Level  2  is  e-ual  to  2-3  of  10-  ^ 

level  3  is  the  cemented  area  equal  to  Level  4  or  f]Js  10,  etc. 

Yorked  only  half  a  day  and  it  went  very  slowly. 

Paul  took  phot  on  cdor  of  caves.  Finished  first  25- foot 
trench  p,n  'out  'id  e  of  cave  from  2  15  N  10  -  3  15  NS~- 
W  10  VO -  Y  10  n  10.  Finfefched  ab^ut  noon  and  cleaned  profile 
finished  drawing  profile  of  N  5  and  did  some  work  on 
s^uth  profile. 

T,hot'o  No.  ...  Then  Paul  photographed  whole  trench  and  cave. 

I  ohotographed  whole  trench  and  then  did  each  five-fo^t 
section  with  Ora  flex.  This  should  allow  o0*»  p  panorama  to 

be  made. 

Also  was  able  to  correlate  levels  across  whole  trench. 

9  Continued  in  5  and  continued  in  2  15*  It  is  now  possible 
to  note  some  zones  and  levels.  Bogan  S  20  W  5  and 

to  dear  0  10  W  5  • 

Level  1  in  all  renches"is  cave  fill,  varying  from  speckled 
ash  to  reddish  brown  (in  the  west) •  Next  is  Level  2,  typed 
by  a  vegetable  layer  abd  Including  greay  sandy-like  coil 
under  it.  This  overlays  a  vegetable  layer  Level  3.  In  a  few 
places  the  first  and  secondvegetablo  layer  are  one.  None 
of  these  three  layers  existed  in  most  of  N  5  but  they  did 
occur  in  west  2  feet  of  that  trench.  Level  4  iaa  small 
compact  dark  layer  eeperating  the  vegetable  from  the  ash. 

It  is  mainly  present  in  the  ester  of  the  trench.  Next  we 
have  the  ash  layer.  Level  5*  This  in  reality  is  from  1  to 
6  lenses  varying  in  color.  In  Square  N$3  5  the  edge  of  a 
pit  may  be  seen  extending  down  from  lbs  middle.  Romero’s 
burinl  probably  was  in  this  pit.  Under  this  pit  is  Level  6 
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(Notes  by  MacNeish) 

MacfUlBh*Mexlco  Notec.  1953*54 

Feb.  9*54  ( Con.) 

a  brcwn-red  layer  full  of  charcoal.  This  overlies  Level  7, 
a  layer  of  vegetable  materials  or  charcoal .  Level  7  also 
Includes  gray  a  h  layer  under  floor  extending  to  a  burned 
floor.  "his  burned  floor  and  reddish  soil  or  ash  under  It 
la  Level  8.  Ufcddr  it  is  gravel.  The  upper  six  inches 
or  Level  9  and  the  lower  portion  is  Level  10. 

Late  in  afternoon  started  S  20  I  5  .  First  we  cleaned 
out  a  treasure  hunter’s  hole  to  the  west  of  it  in  Square 
S  20  W  10.  Then  moved  Into  this  square  from  the  west.  Found 
fragment"  of  petats,  huarches  and  string  in  screening  back-fill. 
Will  start  north-south  trench  along  'V  10  profile  to 
supplement  east-west  starting  along  NS  profile. 

TT-C-269  In  the  morning  loft  camp  and  found  a  cave  that  would  be 
worth  digging  near  the  spring. 

10  Began  second  east-west  trench  by  digging  alternate  squares 

E  15,  E  5  and  W  5»  The  te^uni  quo  used  was  the  following  - 
it  is  essentially  a  vertical  slicing  technique  by  levels. 

It  is  worked  this  way.  First  an  area  5  feet  along  the  face 
and  extending  feet  from  the  profile  is  worked  off  horizon¬ 
tally.  Then  starting  at  the  top  the  whole  top  strata  is 
strippe"  off  in  an  area  5  byf£  horizontally  by  a  trowel, 
pushing  things  Into  a  shovel,  and  s  reened.  The  materials  are 
appropriately  sacked.  Then  the  next,  etc.,  until  the  floor 
is  reached.  Then  moving  Into  another  area  exactly  the  same 
thing  is  done.  'hen  the  2*  by  57  area  in  done  the  square  is 
finished. 


Above  is  a  drawing  of  the  technique.  It  has  the  advantage  in 
that  a  shovel  can  be  used,  the  strata  stripped  off  easily,  and 
any  pits  are  easy  to  see.  All  stuff  is  not  only  taken  off 
originally  by  trowel,  so  it  can  be  left  for  photo,  if  necessary, 
but  later  Is  put  through  a  screen. 

The  second  part  o^  the  technique  Is  the  alternate  square 
trenches,  ^irst  three  alte’ma+e  squares  in  the  same  trench 
are  dug  by  the  technique  explained  above.  When  the  3  squares 
are  done  It  Is  posd  ble  to  draw  east-west  and  N.S.  profiles. 


(  Note  n  by  t?cNeish) 


MacNel.-h-r/exlco  Notes  -  1953-54. 


Feb.  11/54  (Con.) 

other  trenches.  In  It  was  f^und  an  Abasolo  Round  Base. 

Drew  a  series  of  profiles  with  4  Cm  -  1  foot. 

Cleaned  up  S  20  W  5  and  found  another  pit 
Pit  5  another  pit  from  Level  4  under  Stake  S  15  W  5«  Also 

Pit  2  under  S  20  "7  5  Is  rather  large  and  contained  a  corn 
cache.  Photographed  it. 

Photo  No ... . 

* 

Began  S  15  W  5  from  the  south  edge. 

Took  2  photos  of  cave.  One  from  Inside  and  one  of 

digging  technique 
Pnotos  No.  . .  and  No.  .... 

Started  Squares  2  10  and  0. 


Pratt  returned  from  survey  down  Infiernll lo  Canyon 
after  locating  Sites  Ttt-R-274,  TP-C-275,  TP-R-276,  TM-C-277, 
and  TK-R-278. 
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Ciudad  Victoria,  March  13,  1954. 


MacNei sh-Mexlco  Notes  of  1953-54. 


List  of  write-ups  on  Squares  in  TM-C-247, 

Canyon  Infiemillo. 
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Fifcst  copies  are  on  a  loose-leaf  binder. 

Second  Copies  and  original  notes  are  tied  up  in  a 
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MacNeish-Mexlco  Notes  -  1953-54 . 

Alidade  Survey  Notes  o f  TM-C-247  on  February  5»  1954. 
H. I  . _ 2  4 1 4'' _ (  *  used  as  equals) _ 


1 

9.6 

9.3  to  9.94  * 

64  * 

6*50  * 

54.2 

2 

8.94 

64  -  12  |  * 

64  * 

54.2 

8.9 

8.64  -  8.4 

N  5  E 

15 

8.8i 

6  -  11  * 

50.0 

*  5® » 0 

41/8/12 

N  5  E 

10 

7.10£ 

8  -  12  * 

40.0 

42.5 

35.5/12 

N  5  E 

5 

7.5 

6-1/3  -  3 

37.5 

31 . 3/12 

--  In 

hole 

10.6  plus 

or  minus 

N  5 

8.10 

11.5  -  8.6/12 

34.9 

25.9/12 

K  5  W 

5 

8.7i 

5f  -  84 

27.5 

22.11/12 

N  5  W 

10 

7.5i 

4i  -  6-3/8 

21.2 

17.4 

N  5  W 

20 

7.7i 

81  -  6f 

15.0 

12.  i 

Cliff 

Wall 

6. 4-7/8 

4  -  5f 

Cliff 

Wall 

10.4 

2f 

27.5 

23 

( Ea .  3 ’  out  4 

1 '  down  to 

edge) 

E  10 

6  •  84 

6.25  -  10.75  * 

4"  x 

100*400 

33.4/12 

S  5 

7.8 

6.25  -  9.75 

6.25 

35.0 

29.1/60 

E  6” 

8.0 

5.75 

0-0 

8 . 44 

2.75 

30.0 

25 

W  4 

8.4 

w  5 

7.6| 

8.00 

5-75 

22.5 

18.9/12 

2.25 

W  10 

6. 6-7/8 

7-50 

5.75 

1.75  43.74 

32.5 

12.5 

12.5 

10.5/12 

West  Wall 
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Alidade  Survey  Notes  of  TM-C-247  on  Feb.  5/54  (Con.) 


N  5  E  10 

8.5 

8.7  - 

-  8.3 

*  4"  x  100  *  40.0  * 

33.4/12 

N  5  E  5 

8.4J 

6i  - 

24  * 

3.75  x  100  *  375  * 

31.4 

N  5  E  0 

7i 

27.5  * 

23 

N  5  W  5 

7.6 

21.0 

17 

N  10  E  10 

6.34 

40.0 

35.5 

N  10  E  5 

6.6^ 

8.00 

4.75 

3.25 

32.5 

27 

N  10 

7.2 

3.50 

.75 

2.75 

23 

N  10  W  5 

6 

21.2 

18 

N  10  W  10 

6.£ 

20.0 

17 

N  15  E  10 

6.74 

40.0 

35 

N  15  E  5 

6.5f 

7.25 

3.87 

3735" 

28 

N  15 

6  •  10-J- 

11.75 

9 

2.75 

22.8 

N  15  W  5 

5.7 

22.5 

17 

N  20  E  5 
N  20 

N  20  W  5 
N  25  W  5 
N  25  W  10 
N  25 
N  25  E  5 


5.4 

5.10 

5.4 

5.2 

4.10 

5 

5 


. 


•  f 


. 


. 


MacNelsh- Mexico  Notes  -  1953-54*’ 


Squa re  N  5  E  15  of  Cave  247* 

MacNelsh  -  Santa  Anna  -  Feb.  7* 

General  -  Square  sloping  badly  to  the  north.  Cross  sections 
reveal  strata  coming  out  horizontal  and  being,  cut  by 
erosion. 


Level  1  -  Top  powdery  grey  ash  soil.  .  Same  as  Level  1  in  ..  . 
overlie  vegetable. 


Level  2 
Level  3 
Level  4 
Level  5 
Level  6 


Vegetable  layer.  Same  as  L2-3  of  N  5  E  10. 

Small  dark  cemented  area  -  same  as  level  4  ""of  N  5  E  10. 

Ash  layer  (  same  as  Level  5  of  N  5  E  10)  . 

Gray-brown  darker  ash  layer  (level  6  of  N  5  E  10) 

Burned  ash  layer  (  level  7  of  N  5  E  10) 
and  charcoal 


Level  7  -  Gravel  layer,  top  4" -6"  on  north  colored  gray  by  layer 

above,  rest  yellow,  corresponding  to  levels  9-10  of  N  5  E  10. 

In  E  half  of  N  5  E  15  found  thin  lens  of  gray  sand 
separating  2  halves  of  level  2,  bagged  as  2-A,  2-B  &  2-C; 
probably  2-A  and  2-C  the  same  as  level  2  and  level  3 
respectively  of  N  5  E  10 . 

Interned  gray  sand  up  to  1-g-"  thick  in  places,  containing 
(2-B)  many  small  insect  pupae  afad  small  animal  bones. 

In  Level  5  are  thin  lenses  of  brown  sand  and  very  small 
gravel.  3  sherds  bagged  with  Level  4,  probably  belong  with 
Level  5* 

In  north  half  of  N  5  E  15  the  vegetable  materials  and  other 
remains  of  Level  2-C  are  mixed  into  the  thin  gravel  of  Level  5 
to  form  a  thick  gray  gravel  layer  continuous  with  both 
2-C  and  5*  The  other  layers  ending  at  a  stone  in  the  middb 
of  the  square.  Materials  all  bagged  as  2-C,  2  corncobs, 
bagged  as  Level  5  may  possi  bly  be  from  Level  2-C  in  southeast 
corner  of  square  where  this  level  is  directly  over  5, 
although  I  thought  2-C  had  been  completely  removed. 

(5  was  being  removed  with  shovel.) 


Mactfelsh-Mexlco  -  Notes  -  1953-54. 


5  qua  re  N  5  E  10  of  Cave  247. 

(Kelley,  Grant,  Pancho. 

MacNeish  Feb.  6-7.) 

The  NW  7/8  of  this  square  had.  been  excavated  by  the 
treasure  hunters  to  a  depth  of  about  3  feet.  We  cleared  out 
to  below  their  fill,  sacking  their  backfill  with  the  surface. 
The  .  levels  here  recorded  are  for  the  1/8  of  the 

square  to  a.  depth  of  3  feet  and  the  whole  square  below  3  feet. 

Level  1  -  1  -  In  SE  corner  down  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  mainly  gray 
Zone/ash  -  sits  on  top  of  first  vegetable  area  (  zone) 

Level  2  -  In  SE  corner  of  square  from  6"  to  10"  below  surface. 

Zone  A  pure  vegetable  layer  about  4"  thick. 

Level  3  -  In  Se  comer  of  square  from  10"  to  13"  below  vegetable 

Z6ne  of  Level  2  and  below  ash  at  its  bottom  -  2nd  vegetable  layer 

( Zone) 

Level  4  -  SE  corner  and  along  east  edge  -  small  dark  cemented  zone 
(  )  Just  above  ash  and  under  vegetable  layer.  Level 

about  1  inch  thick. 

Level  5  -  Ash  layer  about  4  inch  thick  -  has  a  number  of  lenses,  in 
it  varying  in  colore  from  white  to  cream  to  brown. 

Level  6  -  Brown  -  gray  soil  4  to  6  inch  thick  under  ash. 

Level  7-6  inch  layer  in  SE  corner  is  burned  layer  with  ash  over  it 
while  to  the  west  it  is  a  vegetable  layer. 

Level  8-4  to  6  inches  layer  in  reddish-dark  brown  layer. 

Level  9  -  Gravel  in  . . .  soil  -  6  inch  ....  level. 

No  evidence  of  occupation. 

Level  10  -  Gravel  in  ...  soil.  Sterile  down  to  irregular 

rock  floor. 


MacNei sh-Mexico  Notes  -  1953-54- • 


Square  N  5  E  5  of  Cave  24? • 

Ger eral  This  was  excavated  into  the  gravel  by  treasure  hunters, 

However,  the  gravel  was  pure  and  began  on  it.  As  a  surface 
collection  of  little  •'•alue  we  bagged  considerable  of  the 
stuff  from  the  treasure  hunter  digging. 

Level  9  -  Top  of  gravel  -  Same  as  Level  9  of  N  5  E  10.  This  haM 
artifacts  in  it,  including  a  @ypsum  Point. 

Level  10  -  Gravel  and  rock  -  no  artifacts. 

Level  5  This  was  a  layer  of  vegetable  material,  lense  shaped 
in  ash  layer.  I  suspect  itwas  part  of  a  pit  in  which 
Romero  got  his  burial. 
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MacNei sh-Mexico  Notes  -  1953-54. 


Sauar e  N-5  of  Cave  247 • 

General  This  trench  had  been  partially  disturbed  and  so  only 

its  western  half  had  very  much  of  its  strata.  All  the  top 
layeis  above  the  first  prominent  ash  layer  were  missing,  so 
we  started  with  the  ash  layer,  calling  it  Layer  5« 

Level  5  Ash  layer.  This  was  absent  in  south  center  of  trench 

and  was  thinner  than  previously.  It  is  also  ..  lenses. 

In  N  5  E  5  and  N  5  E  10  this  was  Level  5 

Level  6  Under  it  is  a  layer  of  vegetable  material  that  seems 
this  is  a  brown  soil  elsewhere  and  Level  6  in  N  5  E  10. 

Level  7  This  was  ash  but  to  the  east  is  vegetable.  Contained 
nothing. 

Level  8  Charcoal  layer  -  Layer  5  of  square  to  the  east. 

Level  10  G  ra v  e 1 . 

In  the  extreme  west  1  foot  of  square  we  were  able  to 
dig  in  regular  level. 

Level  1  -  Red-brown  soil. 

Level  2  -  Vegetable  layer  over  gray  sand-like  soil. 

Level  3  -  Vegetable  layer  contained  a  great  deal. 

Level  4  -  Graypbrown  compact  layer  but  contained  nothing 

in  it  and  was  very  thin. 
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MacNeish-Mexico  Notes  1953-54. _ (Cave  #247) 


Square  N  5  W  5  -  Feb .  6/54  -  Pratt  and  Santa  Anna 

General  -  Sqaare  slopes  northward  near  mouth  of  cave. 

Undoubted  some  erosion  and  slipping. 

Level  1  This  isthe  top  layer  in  the  south  2/3  of  the  square  that 
extended  down  to  red-brown  layer. In  NW  1/3  it  goes  down  to 
greyish-white  ash.  Powdery  grey-brown  soil  comprised  this  first 
level . 

Level  2  This  NW  l/3  sector  of  white  ash  C.10"  thick  was 

excavated  to  a  closely  intermingled  and  charcoal  flecked  ash 
layer  which  was  thick  on  its  eastern  edge,  tapering  to  a 
1/16"  thickness  at  the  western  periphery  of  the  square. 

The  absolute  boundary  of  this  sector  of  white  ash,  as  so  far 
descried(  i . e.  to  the  S  and  S)  was  a  compact  reddish-brown  soil 
zone,  averaging  6.1"  in  width.  To  the  south  of  this  latter 
layer  appeared  a  blackish  grey  ash  layer  which  occupied  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  square,  except  for  a  thin  white  ash 
layer  1"  to  V  thick  in  the  SW  sector  of  the  square.  , 

See  Floor  Plan  for  N  5  W  5,  Level  2. 

Note  -  The  white  ash  layer  was  devoid  of  artifacts  or 
vegetable  material,  tho  several  flint  chips  and  fire-cracked 
limestone  chunks  appeared. 
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!.'ACV  I OH- MEXICO  EXPEDITION  OF  19  53-54. 


Jan. /l 2/54 

TM-C-173 

Llera  District 

Dec. 

9/53 

TM-C-189 

Ciudad  Victoria 

Dec. 11/53 

TM-R-195 

Near  Llera 

Dec . 

11/53 

TM-R-208 

North  of  Limon 

Dec. 

11/53 

TM-R-223 

Between  Llera  and  Limon. 

I« 

12/53 

Tfc-R-224 

Near  Rpncho  Progreso,  Ocampo 

Tt 

12/53 

TM-R-225 

Ejido  Libera to  Rivera,  Ocampo 

ft 

13/53 

TM-R-22  6 

Ranchero  A1  berca,  Ocampo 

Dec. 

TM-R-227 

Rancho  Si  Tigre,  Ocampo 

$ 

TM-R-228 

ft 

t» 

14/53 

TM-R-229 

Rancho  Nuevo,  Chamal  (  Ball  Court) 

Dec. 

TM-R-230 

Rancho  Canons,  Ocampo 

n 

TM-R-231 

Las  Flores,  Ocampo 

»• 

15/53 

TM-R-232 

n  »i 

Dec . 

TM-R-233 

SJldo  Chamal  de  Viejo,  Chamal 

Dec. 

16/53 

TM-R-234 

Los  Comos  Pierson  Ranch,  Chamal 

TT 

Tlff-R-235 

Rancho  Palmar,  Chnmal 

* 

TM-R-236 

El  Paso  del  Meco,  by  Highway 

Dec . 

19/53 

TM-c-237 

Bridge  in  Ocampo  Valley 

North  of  Jaaauve 

Dec. 

20/53 

TM-R-238 

Rancho  Verde,  Palmillas 

Dec. 

22/53 

TM-c-239 

Hill  near  Rancho  Verde,  Palmillas 

Ttf-  R-240 

Mound  in  Palmillas 

Dec. 

23/53 

TM-R-241 

El  Rancho  la  Laguna  Pyramid,  Tula 

Dec. 

24/53. 

•  • 

SLP-C-1 

Santa  ^oraingo  Cave  by  Highway 

Dec. 

25/53 

3LP-R-2 

Mounds  ne^r  Brrbarita 

Dec. 

25/53 

TM-R-242 

Mounds  N.  of  Neuvo  Morelos 

tt 

TM-R-243 

Rancho  Vista  Hermosa,  S  of  N. Morelos 

tt 

29/53 

TW-R-244 

Lag uni ta  Rancho,  " 

Dec. 

TM-C-245 

Cave  in  Canyon  Infiernillo 

ft 

TM-R-246 

Near  Lone  Pine  Shelter,  Canyon  Infier 

Dec. 

30/53 

TM-C-247 

Canyon  Infiemillo  Cave 

»l 

TM-C-248 

it 

It 

TUI- C -249 

H 

n 

TI'l-R-250 

Field  at  Lone  Pine  Shelter. 

I 


- 


/ 


* 


. 

. 


. 


' 


, 


SITE  LIST. 


MACNEISH 


Jan.  6/54 
Jan.  7/54 

It 

II 

It 

Jan.  9/54 

Jan.  11/54 
Jan.  17/54 

II 

Jan.  15/54 

It 

It 

ft 

Jan.  19/54 

If 

Jan.  20/54 

Jan.  21/54 
Jan.  25/54 

Feb.  9/54 

^eb.  10/54 
R 

11 

11 

Feb. 10-11/54 

ft 

It 

ft 

It 


MEXICO  EXPEDITION  OF  1953-54. 


TM-R-251 

TM-C-252 

TM-C-253 

TM-C-254 

TM-R-255 

TM-C-256 

TM-C-257 

TM-R-25B 

-  -r-259 
TM-C-260 
TM-C-261 
TM-R-262 
FI  -2-263 
TM-R-264 
TM-r-265 
TM-C-266 


TM-R-267 
TM- 0-265 

TV- 0-2 69 

TM-C-270 

1  -0-271 
TV- 0-272 
-0-273 
TM-R-274 
TV-C-275 
T7-R-276 
TV-C-277 
TV-R-27B 


Guera  Rancho  Guadalupe 

Plctograph  -  Cuera  Rancho 

200  yards  from  TM-C-252 

On  mesa  Just  south  of  Guera* s  Rancho 

3^  M.  south  of  Rancho  Guadalupe 

Pottery  Cave  -  Rancho  San  'Isidro  - 

near  Rancho  Calabaza. 

San  Pablo  in  S.E. 

Antiguo  Morelos  -  Km.  531 
Nuevo  Morelos  -  San  Dleguito  Rancho 
Large  Cave  South  of  Quints*  o 
¥5  Cave  North  of  Quintero 
Mound  site  North  of  Quintero 
Headwaters  of  Mante  River 
La  Laca  Rancho  near  Antiguo  Morelos 
Santa  Rosa  -Km.  529-Antiguo  I/orelos 
Cueva  de  las  Calaveras  (Cave  of 
the  Skulls)  nea^  Fortines. 

San  Juan  Rancho,  N.  of  Nuevo  Morelos 
La  Alberca  turn-off,  near  Highway 
Km.  Post  662. 

In  arroyo  near  Canyon  Infiemillo 


Caves  (MaoNeish) 

In  Canyon  near  Inf.  Coves.  Kelley 

»i  '  11 

II  It 

II  It 

Down  Canyon  Inf.  from  Caves  Pratt 

11  11 

«  i» 

ii  it 

n  11 
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_ SI  tkj_  i  ST. 

W.CT^I  ^-MEXICO  EXPEDITION  OF  1953-54. 


JStI  • 

16/54 

T  ,7-0-300 

Acuna  24  miles  north  of  Gonzales 

II 

17/54 

TM-R-301 

Rancho  do  Geronio  Martinez 

Jan . 

TM-R-302 

L  Km.  E.  of  San  Antonio  Nogales 

J  an . 

18/54 

TF-C-303 

SE  of  Acuna  Rancho 

« 

20/54 

TM-R-304 

Laguna  de  Montezuma  (  'cuna)(  Ball  Court) 

Jan. 

TK-c-305 

Nogales  -  Tortugae  Dulpr- Rancho 

Sabino  Gordo 

Jan. 

21/54 

T?J(-R-306 

4  Km.  W .  of  Rancho  la  Cruz,  between 
Rancho  Piedra  and  la  Cruz 

?! 

23/54 

TM-R-307 

EJidc  Korron 

Jan. 

TW-0-308 

Rancho  Viejo  near  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo 

ti 

Tr-C-309 

On  road  from  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo 
thru  Rancho  Viejo  to  Aldama. 

.  ■ 

. 


■ 

(  Notes  by  ppp) 

Mac^elsh-Mexloo  -  Noteg  -  1953/54. 

Report  of  P.  P.  Pratt  on  trip  of  MacNoish  and  Pratt  in  the  S3 
Section  of  Tamaullpas. _ _ 

January  15/54 

Departure  from  Victoria. 


January  1 6/54 


Dinner  7*00 

Gonzales  -  lodging  10*00 


Gonzales,  breakfast  6.00 

Gas*  10*10 


TIMS -300 

3*5  miles  S.  of  entrance  to  Acuna,  approx.  24  ml. 

N.  of  Gonzales  on  W.  side  of  road*  Small  natural  mound 

oa.  60*  x  40*  with  surface  glittering  with  many  chips 
(flint)  and  some  artifacts.  One  Abasolo  Tula  and  one 
possible  Langtry  Stemmed* 

TH-R-301 

Rancho  de  Goronio  Martinez  at  locked  gate  to  Acuna. 

Glrcular  hous  platforms  -  perhaps  20  -  on  a  hill  top  plateau. 

Hear  corral  of  Rancho*  Excavations  to  a  depth  of  1  meter 
produced  artifacts.  Said  Martinez  Site  Identified  as  . 
possibly  Laguna  Focus. 

Januory  17/54 

Food  and  Guides  15*00 

T?>R-302 

Located  oa.  1  Km  to  the  S  of  San  Antonia  Nogalar. 

Area  of  temple  and  house  platforms  in  number  there  might 
total  35  or  40  ( conservative  estimate) •  One  obvious  plaza 
area  bout  1  aore  square,  with  sides  orinted  toward  cardinal 
points  of  compass  with  several  (ca.  7) »  mounds  flanking  plaza. 

A  teat  trench  2*  x  2*  had  the  following  basic  charac t eristic s- 
paxfiiHxafxpatshHwIS  prolific  of  potsherds  throughout. 

Strata; 

0  -  16”  -  Slack  Soil 

16”  -  20”  -  Brown  "Containing  tiny  pebbles." 

20”  -  ?  White  Ash. 

Note  -  1  -  This  test  did  not  proceed  to  subsoil. 

2  -  Test  dug  according  to  6”  levels. 

Site  tentatively  identified  as  Laguna  Period. 
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(  No  t  -  s  by  ppp) 
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M- oNelsh-Kexico  Notes  -  1953/54 


January  20/54 


Aldama-breakfast 


1.00 

4.00 

1.00 


Rancho  Sabina  Gordo  -  Lunch 
Car  Repairs 


TM-C-305 

Nogales  (la  Perra  or  Lerma?)  Site* 

Tortugas  Dular;  Langtry  Stemmed;  Abasolo  Round  Base; 
Abasolo  Dular  points  and  scrapers  of  various  typesf 
including  disk  shaped;  side,  end;  spoke*shavo  and  gouge  - 
surface  collection  from  about  to  2  acre  site  at 
Stamsa  Rancho  Sabi  no  Gordo.  Suggestion  of  many  light 
occupations  by  nomadic  groups. 

An  excavation  showed  six  hearths  persisting  to  at  least 
a  depth  of  1  meter*  A  stemmed  point  and  2  small 
triangular  points  occurred  nearby  on  a  lower  terraoe. 

January  21/54 


2.09 

5.45 

31.00 


El  Tordo,  Oysters 
Cokes,  Clgs.,  Matches 
Food  and  Guides 


News  and  Notes: 

At  El  Tordo  saw  barely  fossilized  mammoth  or  mastodon 
bones  which  Cr>me  from  La  Muraille  •  Gulden  who  may  be 
obtained  at  the  latter  are  Domingo  Flores  and  Pedro  Narvalez. 


TM-R-306 


Ca.  l£  Kilometres  1  of  Rancho  la  Cruz  on  the  road  between 
Rancho  Pledra  and  La  Cruz  and  Ca.  1$  Kllometros  to  the  North 
of  thin  road  and  located  In  dense  bush  wore  Ca.  shell  heaps 
and  Ca.  3*  high  and  Ca.10*  -  15*  diam.  As  well,  several 
house  platforms  about  5*  high  and  20*  diam.  were  casually 
examined.  Huasteca  VI  materials  were  recovered. 


TM-R-307 


EJldo  Morron.  Area  of  some  5  acres  of  scattered  house 
platforms  ( Ca.  30)  and  several  temple  platforms,  one  of  which 
latter  reached  a  height  of  25* •  An  unusal  structure  was  a 
rectangular  plaza  Ca.  80*  x  40 1  flanked  by  earth  (?)  walls 
Ca.  5'  high  and  10*  thick. 

Huastec  VI  materials  recovered.  Two  sculptured  stone  heads 
executed  In  low  relief  and  Ca.  2&*  high  and  Ca*  lj#  high# 
respectively,  were  photographed. 

Excavation  to  a  de^th  of  1  meter  showed  refuse  persisting 

to  that  depth  at  least. 
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(Notes  by  PPP) 
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ItecNelsh-Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54. 
January  23»  1954. 


Seblno  Gordo  Tips  3.00 

Gas*  18*00 

Repairs  10.00 

Fl>od  6.00 

Bribery  t  5»00 

Gulf  Spray  26.00 

Grease  JoJ?  24.40 

Gas*  9 .00 

Cokes  1.00 


nvc-308 

Rancho  Viejo  near  Rancho  Sabine  Gordo.  Several  pre¬ 
ceramic  artifacts  recovered  from  Ca.  1/4  acre  site. 


TM-C-309 

On  road  from  Ranoho  Sabi no  Gordo  thru  Rancho  Viejo  to 
Aldama,  another  camp  about  the  same  size  as  TM-C-308. 
Produced  chipped  stone  artifacts  in  small  numbers. 

Location  -  Juncture  of  Arroyo  Padrasal  and  above 
mentioned  road. 

z  xz  xz  xz  xz  xz  xz  xz  xz  xz  x zx  zxz  xz 


January  25.  1954. 

Left  Victoria: - 


Gas.  15*70 

Dinner  14.40 

Cokes  1.00 

SI  Mante  «►  Dash  Sulb  1.00 

Manuel  -  Gas.  13*50 

Arrival  at  Aldama. 

January  26/54 


Aldama  Loc&ng  12.00 

Breakfast  6.00 


Met  Pablo  Sepeda  at  El  Olive,  who  informed  ua  that  he 
had  been  commissioned.  Sr.  Tylan  to  be  our  guide.  He 
showed  us  first  some  red  paintings  about  5*  from  the  base  of 
f>  limestone  cliff  some  50*  high.  These  paintings  were  mostly 
of  the  following  order.  A  series  of  single  vertical  parallel 
lines  separated  from  one  another  by  unilinear  rows  of  dots 


•  4  . 


(Notes  by  PPP) 


-g- 

MaoNelsh-Nexlco  Notes  -  1953/54.  (Notes  by  P.P. Pratt) . 

January  28/54  (  Continued) 

Distances  are  approxima te.  3/4  hour  distant  on  foot  fro  m 
Cueva  de  Saupseda  Is  Armadillo  Cueva  and  approx.  1  hour  on 
foot  from  this  latter  cave  is  Cueva  Humada. 

"At  El  Magre  ruins  occur"-  said  Casimiro. 

January  29/54. 

TM-C-313. 

TM-C-314. 

TM-C-315. 

For  excavations  In  the  Caves  Saupseda,  Armadillo  and 
Humada  see  the  cards. 

Mul  et  eer  20 .00 


Return  to  Buena  Vista. 

January  30/54 

Pablo  Pedada. 


2.00 
20.00 
30.00 
13.00 
15.00 
10 .00 


TIVC-316  EJido  de  las  Yucas  -  puided  by 
(  See  Card)  • 

Guide  from  Ijldo  de  las  Yuccas 
From  26  -  30th  Meals  at  Sepada’s 

"  "  Guide  Pablo  Sepeda 

Gas.  at  Aldama 
Supper  at  31  Haute 
Gas.  at  31  Mante 


Return  to  Victoria 
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